‘Cut Down’ dreaded but necessary

Comets’ Chancellor anticipates week of hard decisions as deadline nears

“Cut down Day,” the rite of spring when WNBA teams trim rosters to the regular-season limit of 11 players, is still more than a week away.

But the Comets’ Van Chancellor, who hates the chore more than any other phase of his job as coach and general manager, already is feeling the pain.

“It’s just going to be one of those kind of sleepless-night situations,” Chancellor said.  “Usually, you feel like you’re reasonably right.  Right now, I’m not sure what right is.  We’ve got another week, two more (exhibition) games.  “I’m thinking it will work itself out.”

Teams have until May 21 to trim their rosters.  The regular season begins May 22.  No matter who gets cut among the 15 players competing for a job with the Comets the final product figures to be stronger than ever before.

The “Big Three” is reunited now that Cynthia Cooper has come out of retirement to rejoin two time WNBA MVP Sheryl Swoopes and All-Star power forward Tina Thompson.

That means more diversity in an offense that once was the class of the WNBA during the Comets’ heyday.
That also means more potency than has existed the past two years during which Cooper retired as a player and served as Phoenix Mercury coach.

The starting lineup is so stacked that Janeth Areain, the Brazilian who two years ago gained her first All Star Game selection, probably will be relegated to the bench.

I’ve always said that I love this team and I’ll do whatever it takes for us to win,” Arean said. Ukari Figgs, signed as a free agent three days into training camp, brings a solidarity to the point guard position that hasn’t existed since just prior to the death of Kim Perrot in 1999.

Chancellor said the job is not Figg’s for the taking.  He has Figgs, Rita Williams (obtained from Indiana last year) and Dominique Canty (obtained in a trade from Detroit last month) to choose from for the starting position.

There isn’t a better one-two punch in the WNBA at forward than perennial All-Stars Swoopes and Thompson.

Swoopes is coming off a season in which she claimed her second league MVP and Defensive Player of the Year awards in the last three years.  She sat out 2001 because of a knee injury.

The bottom line: Chancellor won’t have an easy decision.  “Where the problem is, is the players we’re going to keep,” he said “That changes every day.”

